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In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another.
1 John 4:10-11 (NRSV)
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The most certain formula for creating radicalized
communities is to deny their basic liberties and
limit economic opportunity to mere subsistence.

celebrated Yom Kippur considered their most
reverent day. After days of preparation,
introspection, and asking the forgiveness of those
whom they may have injured in any way, they
come before God seeking atonement. The searing
question at stake is whether they will be included in
the Book of Life. Yesterday also marked the end of
the Hajj in Mecca, the pilgrimage that our Muslim
neighbors are to make at least once in their
lifetime. The solemn festival of sacrifice, Eid al
Adha, marks this day of deep reverence that
remembers the ram caught in the thicket just as
Abraham was about to sacrifice his son. Muslims
understand the story to involve Abraham’s elder
son Ishmael. Believers are not to partake in the

If we use this special confluence of events to
embrace all who worship the God of Abraham and
his descendants then suddenly two thirds of the
world’s population is joined spiritually in celebrations
of forgiveness and peace. In Westchester just such
an effort is beginning among the major Abrahamic
faiths in an effort that grew out of the Episcopal
Church. In times such as these, it is helpful to
remember that in the 9th through 12th centuries,
prior to the Crusades, prior to the Inquisition, there
was a time of peace, harmony and intellectual
development that is largely untaught in schools
today. It was a time when Islam was ascendant and
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This morning we will take some time to reflect on
peace and what we imagine a world at peace might

below “living wage”, to pay the rent and make ends
meet? So we must ask ourselves, “what is peace?”
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that they had been forced to escape the bonds of
slavery under Pharaoh only to be abandoned for
certain death in the desert. We hear it in the stifled
rumblings on the streets of Moscow where an
overwhelming majority support an “elected” president
who rules like a Czar. Is that peace? We see its effect
in modern Egypt which represented the very heart of
the Arab Spring.

Demonstrations in Tahrir Square

forced a lifelong dictator from power and the election
of a new President.

Barely a year later, that

President was removed from office without due
process and the same military that kept Mubarak in
power was elected back into office. Have the
Egyptians found peace?
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Stan Saunders, a professor at Columbia Theological
Seminary, has suggested a fresh interpretation
through the lens of economic justice. Saunders
suggests that the landowner is representative of
the 1%. In first century Palestine that would
include the chief priests and elders who were
themselves often wealthy landowners. The tenants
would represent the rest of us. The tenant/workers
had been kept on a short leash by the landowner
with a fence put around the vineyard and a
watchtower to oversee their activities. We don’t
know any details about the economic arrangement,
only that the landowner leased the property to the

tenants and then left the country. An absentee
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Then Jesus says, “When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect
his produce.” (v. 34) Do we understand that they
were meant to collect all of the produce leaving
nothing behind as compensation for the tenants’
labor? It would not be inconsistent with this
translation but we cannot say with any certainty.
But in a time when the wealth gap continues to
widen; when absentee landowners and those who
control capital flows exert disproportionate control,
we must ask ourselves about the nature of the

goodness for truth to win in the end. That may not
be

the
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egocentric imperialism. In the first instance love may
be ineffective in containing and degrading threats
that no longer respond to the norms of present-day
civilization. If the cancerous evil we confront places
no value on human life it may not be possible for
other humans to love them back to the light. At
least not without too great a sacrifice. And
observations like that jar us right back to the table
that is set before us. How great a sacrifice God was
willing to make for us. How sadly unheeded.
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you your life, what does love have to do with it?

seem counterintuitive, especially to those who

Can we love ISIS to the peace process? Can love
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win the Civil War in Syria? Can love possibly

for us all – that active steps be taken to narrow the
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wealth gap. Am I confusing love with economics? I
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quest for maximizing profits. If that equation is not
tempered with love then safety nets disappear, the
mentally challenged are incarcerated rather than
treated and those least skilled struggle to survive
with a minimum wage that is substantially less than
a living wage. For love to flourish, there needs to
be relative safety and human dignity.
But love also has to with how we see our neighbor.
If we look at our neighbor and hear only a
difference in accent, see only a difference of skin
color or type of hair, or surmise from outward
appearances a lower social status, then we have not
looked with love. If we say we cannot apologize but
insist in holding grudges we forget all that Scripture
tells us about the importance of love. These are the
hatreds of the Hatfields and the McCoys; the
Protestants and Catholics; the Sunnis and the
Shiites; these are the hatreds that are raging out of
control in too many parts of the world.
On a weekend such as this, when all of the
Abrahamic faiths are focused on reconciliation and
peace we do well to remember what Mother Teresa
and other Saints have said that, “All works of love
are works of peace.” And that:
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, believers and nonbelievers
have the opportunity with us to do works of love
have the opportunity with us to share the joy of
loving and come to realize God’s presence.
Hindus become better Hindus.
Catholics become better Catholics.
Muslims become better Muslims.
What’s love got to do with it? Everything.
Amen

