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From the Pastor
Easter is many things to many people: white lilies,
butterflies and brightly colored eggs. When we
think of Easter we think of spring and new life;
tulips, daffodils, forsythia and of course
resurrection. And for some reason Easter seems a
little less hectic – a little more focused – than
Christmas; perhaps because we don’t have to deal
with year-end financial matters and all the
excessive gift giving and card writing. Still Easter
reminds us we must deal with those pesky taxes in
April!
From our perspective as a worshiping community,
Easter is a bookend of sorts to Christmas and it has
taken on much of the same cultural bling. But Lent
remains a sober, reflective time of introspection and
prayer. It is an emotional journey that we likened to
a ride on the Coney Island Cyclone. Lent begins with
the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday − a
visual reminder that we are not God but rather God
created us from dust and to dust we shall return.
We spent seven Sundays reflecting on our
relationship with God as illuminated in the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. On one Sunday we
focused on Black History Month using the powerful
lens of slavery and oppression to examine our
current condition and the promise of the Exodus and
the Cross. It concludes with betrayal, the brutality of
the crucifixion, the dark void of uncertainty and the
glory of the Resurrection.
The Lenten journey is one most of you have made
many times. In fact, it is a journey you and I have
now made together four times. At this point in our
collective journeys my deep hope is that each of you
found some new insight into the mystery of the
passion story.

Easter 2016

During Lent we reflected on some of Scripture’s
best loved stories and we asked questions like: 1)
Who am I?; 2) Why am I here?; 3) How then shall
I live? We reflected on the helpfulness of using
Lenten practices such as fasting, a daily devotional
and of course prayer to stay focused on God’s
presence in our lives. We turned to Frederick
Buechner who talked of the importance of our
stories and the stories of those in our lives.
Buechner concludes that in the final analysis stories
that do not somehow indicate God’s presence are
stories not worth recording. We reflected on God’s
seemingly limitless desire to forgive but cautioned
against what Bonhoeffer calls cheap grace.
Through it all we acknowledged that we are illequipped to deal with the presence of evil in this
world. We need God’s help! We reflected on Jesus’
“seminary training” in the wilderness and observed
how easily sin is camouflaged when good deeds
are wrapped in selfish motive!
And then on Easter morning our Call to Worship
concluded with the traditional Easter greeting: He
is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! We rejoiced in Christ’s
resurrection and all that it means for humankind;
that goodness trumps evil, love is stronger than
hate and life has defeated death. As Paul reminded
the Corinthians: “If for this life only we have hoped
in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.”
(1 Corinthians 15:19) And then to underscore the
life giving, hope filled message of Easter we
welcomed six new catechumens into our
congregation including the four new “20 or 30
somethings”.
It has been quite a journey. Thanks for letting me
share it with you!
Easter blessings,

Dear friends, this is the
fourth
year
of
the
Newsletter. It is created
for all of you since it is my
desire to keep you abreast
of all the wonderful things
that are happening at
PCNR. This year I am planning for three editions.
The newsletter will benefit greatly from articles
contributed by you! A letter of thank-you, an
invitation, a poem.
It is your newsletter,
contribute!
At the annual meeting of the congregation that took
place in the Guild Room on January 31 the following
members were elected as Ruling Elder for the class
of 2018: Stacy Sutherland and Robert Reddy. Also
elected for Deacon class of 2018: Cherry Charlton
and Julienne Hairston.

The Special Offering for the One Great Hour of
Sharing was collected on Palm Sunday. The money
we collected will go to the Presbyterian Church
World Wide charity. A gift to One Great Hour of
Sharing enables the church to share God’s love
with our neighbors-in-need around the world by
providing relief to those affected by natural
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping
to empower the poor and oppressed. You can still
bring your donation.

The group met for new officers’ training on
February 18 and 29. During worship on March 6,
2016 we ordained Julienne and then we installed all
four newly elected officers in a beautiful ceremony.

A barrel full of groceries and personal items was sent
to Liberia in February. It was sent in memory of
Elder Sam Wouyeah’s mother who died in December
just days before Christmas and Sam’s birthday. It was
filled with food items from members and capped with
a half dozen Bibles and a letter from Session. Roy
and Peggy Abraham helped to masterfully pack the
barrel since they are experienced doing so. Roy also
contributed by paying the shipping for the delivery.
Many thanks to them and to all of you who
contributed in one way or another to the realization
of this beautiful project.

Our Ash Wednesday service was on February 10th
at 5:00 pm in the chapel. It was an extremely cold
day, nevertheless 16 parishioners attended the
service. The service included the anointing with
ashes, remembering our baptism and communion
through intinction.

We
gathered
for
worship on March 24
at 6:30 for Maundy
Thursday
in
the
chapel. In this service
we celebrated the
institution of the Lord’s Supper also known as
Eucharist which comes from the word “eucharista”
meaning “thanksgiving.” This is one of the two

sacraments of the Reformed Church the other
being baptism. During communion, we partake of
this sacrament as a remembrance of what Jesus
did and as an “encounter with Jesus.” We did a
dramatic presentation of Mark 14-15 ending with
the curtain being rent and the chapel stripped
anticipating Christ’s death on the Cross.

During 2 weeks in March, 6 people met after the
service for New Members’ Training. The group was
presented to the elders for the approval to become
members and we were very pleased to have them
approved. They are: The Burke family: Stephen,
Dianne, Brian and Stephanie; Abigail Kachenjera
and Mark Campbell.
We are extremely happy to officially receive them
to our congregation on Easter Sunday and we are
celebrating the occasion at coffee hour with a lunch
provided by the church members.

This year, Pentecost will be on May 15th and the
second special offering of the year will be collected.
The Pentecost offering is used to support young
people, and the needs of at-risk children. 40% of
the Pentecost offering can be retained by our
congregation to make an impact in the lives of
young people within our own community. The
remaining 60% will go to the Presbyterian Mission
to support the Young Adult Volunteers Program,
and education and advocacy through the “Educate
a Child: Transform the World” initiative.

In
June
the
pastor will take
a few days to go
to the Galapagos
Islands. He will
go with a group
of life-long friends. We wish him a safe vacation
and already want him back. We will have very
interesting pulpit supplies on those Sundays.
We are very happy because church attendance has
been high this winter. The average of attendees
has been 37 which is very good. On the first
Sunday when we celebrate communion we have
had an average of 40 parishioners. On the last two
communion Sundays, Robert Reddy helped the
Pastor officiate communion. In order to do this Mr.
Reddy attended a training offered by the
Presbytery and was certified.

A Memorial Service for Virginia Beaujean was
celebrated at PCNR on Friday, March 12, 2016 at
12:00. She lived to be just shy of 96 years old and
lived a full life until her final day. The Women’s
Association and Deacons organized the reception
following the service. We give Al and his family our
deepest condolences on the death of his mother.
Irsa Giglio is still recovering and staying with her
daughter. Her address is: c/o Dorine Lauricella, 8
Bates Court, Sewell, NJ 08080

The Women’s Association meets every month in
the library. Come join us and participate in the
monthly meetings and lunches and help us plan our
future activities.
The Women’s Association collected coats and
delivered them to The Providence House for
Women and Children, a shelter located at 89
Sickles Avenue in New Rochelle. Thanks to all of
you who contributed to this charity. The group is
planning a yard sale for the near future. Please
start gathering items that are in good condition and
that can be sold. We need your help for the
complete success of this activity.

Cherry Charlton collected $240.00 for the deacons.
This money was given to two different charities and
$40.00 donated to the church.
On March 13, 2016 Robert and I attended a
conference from the HRP’s Advocacy and Education
Networks Team under the title Leading Change
with Hope. There are three tracks in the event,
one for elders, one for deacons and one for
management. There will be another event on April
10th at the First Presbyterian Church in Goshen. It
will run from 1:00- 5:00. If you want to attend you
will have to register through the Presbytery website
(hudrivpres.org) If you are a deacon or an elder,
consider attending.
Did you know that there are 7 different types of
prayers? They are: Adoration and praise,
Thanksgiving,
Confession,
Supplication,
Intercession and Self- dedication. For sure you are
not aware of this when praying but you certainly
must have used them inadvertently.
The Daily Awareness Examen (from the Jesuits) is
an exercise in which the person examines
him/herself in hope to be able to respond to God’s
presence. You will find it at the end of the
newsletter with more details. This type of exercise
helps you examine the effects of the day and the
way God works in your life. (Information from the
Presbytery Workshop for Elders).
Prompted by the Presbytery, Session has revised
and updated its by-laws. Very special thanks to
Robert Reddy who was able to locate a copy of the
existing by-laws and update them using resources
available through the Presbytery. The by-laws were
approved by Session and will be presented to the
congregation for ratification at a Special meeting
on April 10 during coffee hour.
Our friend, Nona Hairston is again attending
worship. We are very happy of her recovery and
sincerely wish that she will be completely well
soon. Blessings!
We want to congratulate Nicole Reindel for her
success playing Paulette in the play, “Legally
Blonde”. She also turned 18 in February and just

returned from a trip to Cuba with her school choir!
Happy belated birthday.
Also, happy birthday to all those who celebrated
their birthday during these first three months of the
year. Many, many more.
As per the Presbytery guidance and request a Child
safety policy for children and youth and a Sexual
Misconduct Policy is being prepared.
We have a Facebook page and are in the process
of updating our website. It is looking promising.
Check PCNR.org and see for yourselves.

From the Pastor’s
February 29, 2016.

sermon

on

It seemed fitting to focus on Black
History month during this Lenten
season. The parallels between the bondage of
Pharaoh and the slavery of the South are striking.
Our young adults participated fully by reading
selected readings as described below. The various
readings can be found on the website.
This morning as we continue our journey toward
the Cross we take special note on this last Sunday
of Black History Month. We note the parallels
between those enslaved in Pharaoh’s Egypt and the
Africans that were enslaved for 200+ years in this
country. We acknowledge this nation’s continuing
struggle for equal justice for all no matter race,
gender, color or creed. Paul reminds us as he
reminded the Corinthians that though we eat the
same spiritual food and drink, we must earnestly
seek to love God and love our neighbor as
ourselves.
In church we often use the word slave as a
metaphor for the effect sin has on our modern
lives. How much more powerful its meaning when
we view it through the lens of that shameful
extended chapter in our nation’s history. We have
become slaves to wealth and power distorting our
beliefs and behaviors; preventing us from right
relationship with our Creator. Slavery was no
metaphor for many in the Roman empire or for the

millions who were abducted from their villages in
Africa and forced to work the plantations of the
agrarian South. It was a blight that divided our
nation and claimed a million souls dead or maimed.
It was a blight that divided this denomination until
1983.
Within the context of Lent, we will connect the
words written by prominent African-Americans,
mostly modern, who have spoken eloquently on the
great Lenten themes of repentance, forgiveness,
and hope.
Adam Clayton Powell, a Baptist preacher and the
first African-American to represent NY in postreconstructionist Congress, reminds us that in our
hands each of us holds a unique gift. In a sermon
preached near Boston in the late 1960s, Powell
exhorts us to use that particular gift God has given
us. If we do God will stand beside us, and we too
will be powerful servants – we too can part the
political seas that threaten to drown us all in angry,
partisan, exclusionary policies. (Reading by Mark
Campbell II)
Isaiah and the Apostle Paul remind us this morning
that what sustains life are the essentials: the bread
of life and the cup of salvation. Life’s temptations
are many and deceptive. We fall and we get up;
fall and get up. Like the fig tree that fails to bear
fruit, we are given another chance. Life is a
journey; a continuing endeavor. That is part of the
message Maya Angelou conveys in Letter to My
Daughter, one of a series of essays written
relatively early in her career. In her prose she
introduces several themes worthy of our Lenten
consideration: the struggle of remaining faithful;
faith as a journey that if properly tended will take
us to new places and show us new truths.
(Reading by Abigail Kachenjera)
Martin Luther King, Jr. was the epicenter of the
Civil Rights movement that crescendoed in the
1960s. It was a violent time. In the early 60s
Medgar Evers and John F. Kennedy were
assassinated; in the late 60s it was Malcolm X, King
and Robert Kennedy. Just a year before he was
assassinated, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. preached
on the book of Daniel. It was a call to a deeper

faith, one that was not conditional on God doing our
bidding. He preached of a faith that was worthy of
our very lives. The title of the sermon was But If Not
and it un-links the assumed connection between
God punishing individuals through events in the
world. Our Gospel reading says much the same.
Jesus says the Galileans slaughtered by Pontius
Pilot did not suffer because somehow they were
worse sinners than all other Galileans. Neither were
those who were killed when the guard tower at
Siloam collapsed on them. We don’t believe hoping
to win a pass to heaven; we believe because God
loved us into being. (Reading by Brian Burke)
Julia Foote was born in 1823 in Schenectady, New
York to parents who had both been slaves. She
was a traveling preacher for more than half a
century and was the first ordained female Deacon
in the AME Zion Church. Wikipedia says she faced
discrimination and hardships most of her life due to
her gender, race and spirituality. Sadly, we are not
surprised. There must have been times when
Deacon Foote’s resolve was shaken if only a bit for
she writes so eloquently about it in a sermon given
about the time the first shots of the Civil War were
fired. (Reading by Isaiah Wouyeah)
As we continue our Lenten journey of introspection
and reflection in the days ahead, let me leave you
with this concluding thought about that poor old fig
tree courtesy of the Interpreter’s Bible:
It is always Jesus' way to give us chance after
chance. Peter and Mark and Paul would all gladly
have witnessed to that. God is infinitely kind to
those who fall and rise again. But the parable also
makes it quite clear that there is a final chance. If
we refuse chance after chance, if God's appeal and
challenge come again and again in vain, the day
finally comes, not when God has shut us out, but
when we by deliberate choice have shut ourselves
out. God save us from that!
Lenten Blessings
Amen

